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Dear God...

Dear God, if you are listening, please can you switch earth off and then on again? It’s
not working any more.
Yours sincerely

All the people
| came across these poignant words a few
weeks ago in a handwritten letter taped to
a lamppost in Brick Lane, London.
Wouldn’t it be good for humanity to have a
complete reboot?
Wouldn’t it be great if it was that easy?
The truth is that we humans have this ;
impulse for breaking things... hearts, peace, | i‘::"“"ﬂ' please cah yon
promises... whole ecosystems. e:";::”f\ ;ff AR
It’s easy to lose hope when we see what il S %
humanity is doing to itself and to the earth. v T g 7 -

And yet, without hope, what do we have? . Yours sincerely, i g :‘

| believe in hope because | believe in a Messiah who proved that hate and lies and evil do not
have the last word. In the end, resurrection teaches us that truth and love and good will out.
| see hope in fearless and sacrificial resistance, like Pope Leo speaking out against unjust wars
and the actions of a President with a Messiah complex.

| see hope when Christianity is wrestled back from those who would use it as a force for
division.

| see hope every time any one of us honestly faces our own propensity to break things, and
the fear, insecurity and prejudice that often lie behind those breakages.

We can’t switch the world off, but we can choose to consciously switch off that power that
perpetuates fear and prejudice when it surfaces in us and others, and switch on grace and
kindness and forgiveness.

This month, many of us will have an opportunity to vote in local elections. Use that vote
wisely. Listen carefully to the manifestos and personalities involved, and ask yourself ‘in

whom can | put my hope?’
Hertford
St Andrew

Rev Alan
This publication was kindly printed by St Andrew’s church

Vear GOA’

If you are




Registers
Wedding

18 April — Katie Latham & Russell Theobold

Some Dates for your Diary

Saturday 2 May — Village Breakfast at The Fobury 8.30-11am (see advert)

Sunday 3 May — All Age Service 9.15am at St Mary’s

Sunday 10 May — Parish Away Day. There will be no 9.15 service at St Mary’s
Mondays 11 & 25 May — Mindfulness on Sele 10.30am at the Sele Hub, Fleming
Crescent.

Wednesday 13 May — Mindfulness & Meditation 7.30pm in person (and online) at St
Andrew’s. Online only Wednesday 27 May at 7.30pm

Thursday 14 May — Ascension Day service 8pm at St Andrew’s

Thursday 21 May — Celebrating the Natural World 7.30pm at St Andrew’s (see advert)
Mondays 1,8,15 June — Prayer Course 8pm at St Andrew’s (see advert)

All-Age Services 2026

A shorter child-friendly service for all ages at 9.15am
on Sundays at St Mary’s church

3 May - 14 June - 12 July - 9 August - 13 September
11 October (Harvest) - 1 November - 13 December - Christmas Day

Please note that the All-Age Service in May is on the first Sunday (3")
due to the Parish Away Day on the 10" — there will be no service that Sunday

Sunday Services at St Mary’s
Sung Eucharist 9.15am every Sunday
Zoom Sunday Service (with St Andrew’s) 10.30am
All-Age Service 9.15am on 2" Sunday of each month (unless notified)




St Mary’s News ...... Our Churchyard Looks a Picture

On a beautiful sunny Sunday morning in mid April we could walk up the path to church with
Phil ringing the bell to welcome us and the churchyard looked absolutely stunning.

The previous day, David and seven of his usual volunteers had cut and trimmed to make it
look very special. Cyclists rode past and everyone looked to their right to admire such a
beautiful setting. We are so grateful for all our local volunteers who help keep our churchyard
looking so special. Thank you

We are looking for a new PCC Secretary

St Mary's needs a new PCC Secretary to help run the bi-monthly PCC meetings, preparing
agendas and minutes, and organising the Annual Parochial Church Meeting. If you are
interested and want to find out more about helping St Mary's in this way, please contact Rev
Alan or the churchwardens (contact details on page 2)



“The Glorious Brightness of the Resurrection”

We are continuing to highlight some of the very meaningful messages from our
church sermons, by not only Revs Alan & Bill but also our inspiring team of Lay
Readers of Worship. This month we have a sermon that Rev Bill delivered, slightly
edited, at the 5.30am Dawn Service on Easter Sunday. This special service is to give
thanks for The Resurrection and new life.

Light has dawned in place of darkness, joy in place of grief, hope in place of despair

This service started in the dark. Just like the original Easter story, Mary Magdalene
and maybe other women, arrived at the tomb while it was still dark. They had started from
home during the night, when it was also dark —and dark meant dark — no streetlights, no car
headlights, no handy electric torches. Just maybe the feeble light from a lamp burning olive
oil, and whatever light there was from the stars.

In the dark, you can’t see whatis there and sometimes you see what is not there. Even
though they had watched on Friday evening as Jesus’ body was laid in the tomb, they were
on unfamiliar ground and in a state of grief and dejection. Groping their way through the dark
to this new tomb outside the city, yet determined to do what they could for their dead
teacher and friend.

When they got there, a terrible sight
greeted them - the tomb had been
opened. Their immediate assumption was
that somebody had stolen the body of
Jesus,a last humiliation for one
who already suffered an agonising and
public death.

Mary ran back and fetched Peter and John,
who came but left none the wiser. Mary
stayed by the tomb in the half
light of dawn, when you can see
but only hazily. It might seem incredible
that Mary did not recognise Jesus when she
saw him. After all she had been with him
and the disciples for most
of their ministry. But the light was poor
e and she was distraught and she was not
..u:::il*i}’\ LD expecting to see him alive.

A frivolous comparison would be an Easter Egg Hunt. Unless you are pretty sure there
are chocolate eggs hidden round the churchyard, you are not going to go looking for them.
So, she assumed he was the gardener and asked him desperately if he had taken the body of
Jesus or knew where it had been taken.



“The Glorious Brightness of the Resurrection”

Then Jesus addressed her by name and the scales fell from her eyes. The unexpected and
glorious truth dawned on her. And in the growing light of morning, she ran back and told the
other disciples:

“l have seen the Lord!”

She was the first witness of the empty tomb and of the risen Lord and has not always been

given the honour she deserves for that. She stayed loyal when others had given up or hidden
themselves away.

On her, first the light of resurrection dawned, as it dawns on us today. It took Mary and the
other disciples some time to work out what all this meant and it still takes us time to work it
out —how light has dawned in place of darkness, joy in place of grief, hope in place of
despair.

Nowadays we do not always look out on a sunny horizon, storm clouds brew over the world
and our own country. Hope and optimism are in short supply.

More than ever, we need to live within the glorious brightness of the resurrection.

Rev Bill
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Does prayer change thing
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The Friends of Hertingfordbury St Mary

Forthcoming Events in 2026

Village Breakfast at The Fobury — Saturday 2 May from 8.30-11am.

A wonderful selection of breakfasts...The Full English, Smoked Salmon & Scrambled
Eggs, Bacon/Sausage rolls and even enjoy a glass of Bucks Fizz.

Contact Helen Bishop 07446 694890 for more information

Bike ‘n Hike — Saturday 12t September at St Marys & local churches
Contact Christopher Maunder Taylor 07860 228294 for more information

Le Café Francais — Saturday 26" September 9-11.30am at St Mary’s church
Contact Helen Bishop 07446 694890 for more information

The Christmas Market - Saturday 215t November 10 — 13.00 at St Mary’s
church. Contact Helen Bishop 07446 694890 for more information

Helping the Friends

The Friends of Hertingfordbury St Mary was granted charitable status in 2023 (Charity
number 1206041).

The purpose of The Friends is to raise money for the restoration and preservation of the
church building and churchyard. The funds are not for the day to day running of the church.
That’s the responsibility of the congregation. We should like to make sure that this beautiful
church is here for future generations.

If you would like to make a donation there is a card reader at the back of the church on the
wall by the South Door or please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you for your support. Helen Bishop the fobury@outlook.com / 07746 694890
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The Fobury

O

a wonderful selection of breakfasts... The Full
English, Smoked Salmon & Scrambled Eggs,
Bacon/Sausage Rolls & even enjoy with a glass
of Bucks Fizz

pls contact Helen Bishop 07746694890 if you
require anymore information




Hertingfordbury Cricket Club
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NEW PLAYERS WELCOME ....... You don’t have to be good to play here!
Join us for practices throughout the summer — Wednesdays from 6.30pm
07747 374638 www.hertingfordbury.play-cricket.com
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Hertingfordbury & Greens Tennis & Pickle Ball Club

We are highly delighted to let you know that the long established tennis club in
Hertingfordbury has now been revamped to also include a pickle ball court!

We can run an introduction to pickle ball or tennis for anyone interested.

If you would like to have a go at either pickle ball or tennis please contact Sarah
Price on 07999 880419 or the email : theprices.saffrons@btopenworld.com


http://www.hertingfordbury.play-cricket.com/

JOIN US AT THE

HERTINGFORDBURY AND GREENS
TENNIS & PICKLE BALL CLUB

PER HOUSEHOLD EXCELLENT
PER YEAR VALUE!

Play both Tennis and Pickle Ball up to 3 times a week
throughout the whole year!

Contact Sarah Price to register or for more details

Contact Sarah at theprices.saffrons@btopenworld.com




Eco Church
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We are very happy to announce that after two years of preparation, St Mary's has achieved its
Bronze EcoChurch award! Thank you to everyone who has helped to achieve this milestone!

Together, we have worked hard to support A Rocha's Eco Church mission - to equip churches to
express care for God’s world in our worship and teaching; in how we look after our buildings and
land: in how we engage with our community both locally and globally; and in the personal lifestyles
of our congregation.

There are more plans on the horizon:

We'll be looking at the possibility of removable swift boxes on the tower as well as greening our
electricity usage. Fairtrade is on the agenda too! We're also linking up with the Deanery Synod's
Environmental group to exchange ideas and see what we can learn.

Environment Sunday will be on 4 October and the Painting for Pleasure Art Group are beginning to
plan for a nature themed exhibition at the same time.

Linking in with Hertford Town Council's EcoFest on 10 May: We are refreshing the Churchyard
Nature Trails as well as planning some citizen science and nature focused activities — including
building a bug hotel and installing a refugium for slow worms. We also hope to take part in the
Churches Count for Nature in the second week of June. You can find out more about it
here:https://arocha.org.uk/what-we-do/churches-count-on-nature/.

We are looking to collect materials for the bug hotel, such as

e untreated wooden pallets

e clay plant pots, old bricks and clay tiles

e bamboo canes or other hollow plant stems
e straw or hay

Contact Rachel if you have anything you would like to donate or if you would like to get involved —

il vl I



CELEBRATING
[l Pinl Yerld

An evening exploring the beauty, wonder and
importance of the countryside through music,
art and conversation

Chair of Natural England and one of the UK’s
leading voices on nature and the environment

Artist: Clay Thompson

An illustrated talk about capturing nature’s
patterns and beauty through drawing

Singer: Craig Joiner

Award-winning singer-songwriter and
passionate advocate for the natural world

THURSDAY 21 MAY TICKETS £15Y
7.30pm | . | Ff‘fenseff-l?ar
St Andrew’s Church e |
Hertford SG14 1HZ




Reliable Babysitter Available
Caring, responsible and patient babysitter available for evenings and weekends.
DBS checked. References available upon request.
Based in Hertford - £20 per hour.
Please message me if you are looking for someone trustworthy to care for your
little ones.
Rose Ratna Tel: 07818024104 Email: rose.ratna@yahoo.com

veeeneneneeenenes TICK TOCk the Church Clock

St Mary’s clock, having kept time for

Hertingfordbury for a century and a half, is
now in need of urgent specialist attention.
The Friends are raising money for its
restoration. Donations to support this
project would be much appreciated. If you
can help please contact Robin Bishop

These sessions allow toddlers to
experience Hertford Prep’s Forest
School, an open-air classroom for
courage, curiosity, and creativity.

Meet woodland creatures, track
footprints, find hidden habitats, invent
worlds, and let imagination lead.

- Make friends with our chickens and
0 00am eve eanesday d g |€ € piggies too!
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SCHOC ‘Where sticks become wands, trees become castles,
RTFORD and every leaf tells a story.
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| Explore | |

Step into the woods..

Book your space now +44 (0)1992 513810

Hertford Prep
S ’ A y, | 5G14 2
St Mary's Lane, Hertingfordbury, Hertfordshire SG14 2LX Eoilow s . 0 m

hertfordprep.org.uk 23 f Mill Hill Education Group
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Mindfulness
& Meditation
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Mindfulness can help with wellbeing & stress.
Explore alongside the riches of Christian
meditation in a free 40-minute session.

Beginners especially welcome!

| Wednesdays (usually twice a month) 7.30pm

Apr 15 (on Zoom)
May: 13 (in church and on Zoom), 27" (on Zoom)
June: 10* (in church and on Zoom), 24" (on Zoom)
July: 15% (in church and on Zoom), 22" (on Zoom)
Then, after a summer break, back on September 9"

see our website:
www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk \ .

For details, including
the Zoom link, please '('\”\v’i[\(/ow
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Church Flower Rota - May
3rd Sue Payne - 10% Sue Parsell

17t Alison Robinson - 24*" Sue Parsell
315t Sharron Maxwell & Penny Duce

We are extremely grateful for the time, generosity and skill that the flower
team give each week to make the church look so beautiful
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Toddler Service Assistance

We hope to start a new Toddler Service on Monday mornings at St Andrew's and
volunteers are needed so that we can offer refreshments. If you could help, please
contact Lindsey Betteridge: lindseybett@icloud.com or speak to Philippa in the St
Andrew’s Church office. Thank you. Lindsey
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Studio57 Pilates PHOTCRAPHY g SARAH \WHYTE
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Pilates has come to Birch Green; no need for parking in Hertford
Based in a tranquil garden room studio at 57 Birch Green WEDDING 8 FAMILY
................. Ph()mg;aphy

Mixed ability, everyone is welcome. Classes are adapted to suit your needs so
whether you want a gentle class with lots of stretching or a cardio hit with high

lnterisity we heve ial ‘ Joyful, documentary=style photography that feels

effortless and natural.
Small classes of 6 people - All equipment provided chdings. families, and all the moments that macter.

| r@ |
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Book online studio57.com where a full timetable is available

Contact Victoria : 07912755130

Specialised Classes available on request

\
Parent, toddler and baby - Couples - Family - Prosecco Pilates with friends \
\
Build strength, flexibility and balance, improve posture, reduce risk of |

injury. Pilates really can do all of this. It changed my life and now it’s time
for me to pay it forward.

A

PURPLEKITEPHOTOGRAPHY.CO.UK




Recreation Ground Library

A library, containing books, both fiction
and non-fiction, including a good
children’s section, DVD’s and games has
been set up in the tennis pavilion on the
Hertingfordbury recreation ground.
This is a free resource for all
Hertingfordbury residents. Access can
be gained at any time by the use of keys
that are kept in a key-safe at the
pavilion. Should anyone have any books,
DVD'’s, or games to donate to the library
new stock is always welcome.

If you are interested in using this facility please contact Penny or Mick Barratt on
07715 378212 and they can provide you with the key safe access code.

ELECTRICAL WORK DONE PROPERLY
FIRST TIME

Trusted Electricians for Herts & Essex Homes

We help homeowners with:
Downlights
Fuse board upgrades
Full & partial rewires
EV chargers

SOLAR PANELS
& BATTERY STORAGE

CALL NATHAN TODAY |
™ 01992 276127

{/\

\‘ ‘
"
3 JJB
. ELECTRICAL LTD
Fully accredited. Fully insured. No shortcuts.

40 4 % % WWW.JJB-ELECTRICAL.COM

Struggling to find someone for a small electrical job? 01992 276127
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‘ROOTED IN JESUS, GROWING IN WISDOM,
OVERFLOWING WITH THANKFULNESS’
oooooooooooo

News from Hertingfordbury Cowper

We hope you all your Easter. We have had a sunny start to our new Summer
Term and the children are enjoying being able to play back on our school field.

TCS Mini London Marathon

On Saturday 25th April, a feam of our children will be participating in the TCS
Mini London Marathon, the day before the main London Marathon. A group of
Year 6 children will be running the 2.6km route, and a group of Year 4 and Year
5 children will be running the 1-mile course. These both start at Horse Guards
Parade, down along St James's Park, past Buckingham Palace and ending at the
iconic London Marathon finishing line on The Mall.

With this, we have set up a JustGiving page for sponsorship. The money raised
will be used towards the cost of our school swimming pool refurbishment (our
school swimming pool is currently closed and out of action). If you are able and
would like to sponsor the children taking part in this exciting event, please
follow this link - https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/minimarathon2026
Thank you in advance

Year 4 Trip to The Globe Theatre, London
Just before the Easter holidays, the
children in Year 4 travelled by train to

visit The Globe Theatre in London. This

was linked to their English unit of learning
on Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer's Night
Dream’. We had a tour of the theatre

which included seeing a rehearsal of the
theatre's production of 'Romeo and Juliet'.
We were lucky to have the play's director

as our tour leader. This was followed by a
drama workshop where the children

enjoyed taking on the roles of Titania and Oberon.



https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/minimarathon2026

‘ROOTED IN JESUS, GROWING IN WISDOM,

sERsRgEET - Ancient Greece comes to Hertingfordbury

(COLOSSIANS 2:7)

The children in Year 5 were transported
back to Ancient Greece for a day of
activities based on their current unit of
History learning, including decorating
Greek vases and putting their sporting
skills into practise for some Olympic
events.

Nursery Admissions for 2026-2027
We have places available for our Nursery class in September 2026. Please contact the school
office for details for further details 01992 583239.

Spring Adventures at Celtic Harmony

Discover a ‘Hidden Gem’ right on your doorstep as the woodland bursts into life this spring.
Our mystical Faery Trail, Brickendon Disc Golf course, and the Woodland Bistro are all open
every weekend for a relaxing escape into nature.

We also have two exciting upcoming events: our Celtic Warrior Experience for families on
10th April and 29th May, and a kids-only Children’s Adventure Camp during the half-term
on 26th—27th May.

Pre-booking is essential for all visits. Please visit www.celticharmony.org to secure your
tickets and view our full May schedule. We look forward to seeing you in the woods!
Pre-booking is essential for all events. Please visit our website to secure your tickets and
view our full event schedule. www.celticharmony.org



https://celticharmony.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=1570204935b24c398354cef2f&id=e39e51ad1b&e=ddccb87b85

Friends of Panshanger Park
Panshanger Park is a wonderful natural area within our wider community and so the Friends
of Panshanger Park are sharing some of it’s history - some of which will include the village

and greens and some not.
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This month Kate Harwood looks at nearby Woolmers Park, it’s renowned flower
gardens and how estates (including Panshanger) were being consolidated in the early
19" century ..........

Woolmers Park and the Empress’s Garden
In 1801 the owner of Woolmers was Samuel Whitbread, the London brewer, who was also
involved in shipping malt down the river Lea from Ware to his brewery. At this time many
estates were being consolidated with Enclosure Acts and road diversions. Earl Cowper at
Panshanger was busy swapping small parcels of land with his neighbours to give a more
consolidated Panshanger estate. Both Robert Mackay of Marden Hill, Tewin and Whitbread
of Woolmers Park were involved with this and Whitbread managed to enlarge his estate by
swapping some land in Letty Green for 13 acres to the west of Woolmers. The Whitbread
family is mainly remembered locally as the donor of the Wedgewood Black basalt-ware font
to Essendon church in 1778. Whitbread was also busy amassing other land; he spent
£100,000 between 1760 and 1785 buying up 4500 acres, including Bedwell Park in Essendon.

Woolmers was rebuilt about 1802 by the ‘Canal’ Duke of Bridgewater, possibly on the site of
any earlier house by Isaac Ware. Bridgewater’s architect for Woolmers was James Lewis,
who, to quote Howard Colvin, designed the house in a ‘neo-classical version of the Palladian
villa with interiors treated in a restrained style of Adamsian character.” He didn’t live long
enough to enjoy the property as he died in 1803, and Woolmers passed to his nephew the
Duke of Sutherland, who was the wealthiest man in Britain at the time, and controversially
involved in the Highland Clearances.

He soon sold it to Sir John St Aubyn who did
so much to beautify the grounds. Sir John
St Aubyn had his main estate in Cornwall
but also had land in Essex and now
Woolmers Park, perhaps to be more
convenient for London as he was an MP. He
spent the vast sum of £35,000 (now
£299,000) on alterations to the house and
gardens. In the gardens he widened the
river Lea to make a Broadwater and put an
island in the middle which you crossed on
the drive and bridges from the southern
lodge to the house. Sir John St Aubyn right

Also dating from this time is the flint summer house overlooking the cascade and pool at
Arkley Hole where a natural spring arose and fell into the river Lea.



Woolmers Park and the Empress’s Garden

As a fellow of the Linnean Society with
large mineral and herbarium collections, St
Aubyn was very interested in plants and
called in Lewis Kennedy to design a flower
garden for him. Kennedy was a member of
the great nursery dynasty of Lee and
Kennedy at the Vineyard in Hammersmith,
considered at the time to be ‘the best in the
world.” Empress Josephine of France ran up
a bill of £26,000 with them for roses and
other plants at her gardens at Malmaison
and elsewhere. As a young man Lewis had
worked at Malmaison (helping to develop
the famous Malmaison carnation which
became so popular that whole glasshouses
were dedicated to their cultivation
Woolmers Kennedy Plan (left)

By 1821 the estate was owned by Sir Gore Ouseley, with whom Prince Plckler Muskau
stayed when on his tour of Hertfordshire gardens, including Panshanger. Sir Gore was a
much travelled (India, Persia, Russia) diplomat who was an important patron of the arts and
he commissioned CR Cockerell, also an archaeologist, to remodel the house.

By this time Plickler could describe noble trees, a little river and a grove, under whose thick
shade a remarkably copious spring gushes out. This was also described by Rutger in his article
which mentions that a path led there from the pleasure grounds and it had a sort of romantic
wildness, which renders it pleasing.

It seems, from the estate map of 1842, that only half the garden was laid out, to the south of
a substantial glasshouse or conservatory (17m long).

By the end of the 19t century the flower garden is no longer shown on the Ordnance Survey
map, though the Arkley Hole summer house still exists as does the walled kitchen garden to
the north of the mansion.Of the famed horticultural beauties of the flower garden, nothing
remains but in its time it was justly famous.

Friends of Panshanger, Rark {7
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Hertingfordbury Parish Council

Chairman - Paul Rochford
Vice Chairman — Haidy Blake
Councillors — Simon Bostock, Lesley Clark, Steve Healey

Member of Parliament — Chris Hinchliff
County Councillor — Ken Crofton
District Councillor — Bob Deering

If you wish to contact the Parish Council please contact the Clerk
Clerk: Katie Eyre at clerk@hertingfordbury-pc.gov.uk

Council Meetings
Meetings are at Hertingfordbury Cowper School between 7pm — 9pm. Members of
the public are welcome. Please see website for latest dates

To report an issue with fly tipping, highway fault, overflowing rubbish, street lighting
etc, please call East Herts District Council directly on 01279 655261
or go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/

Defibrillators
Please note that Defibrillators are housed on the outside walls of the......

e Parish Room (The Brace Room) at St Mary's Church, Hertingfordbury
e Cowper School, Birch Green — outside the school gate


mailto:clerk@hertingfordbury.org.uk
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/faultreporting/
https://www.hertingfordbury.org.uk/

1 Hertingfordbury Village &
Your local representatives at a glance

Hertingfordbury Village falls within Hertford's Castle Ward and Hertford St Andrew's
Division
Hertford Town Council website: www.hertford.gov.uk
For events and what's on: https://gohertford.co.uk/

Hertford Town Councillors for Castle Ward:
Rachel Carter: rachel.carter@hertford.gov.uk
Sarah Hopewell: sarah.hopewell@hertford.gov.uk
Ryan Henson: ryan.henson@hertford.gov.uk

East Herts District Council website: www.eastherts.gov.uk
East Hertfordshire District Councillors for Castle Ward
Rachel Carter: rachel.carter@eastherts.gov.uk
Sarah Hopewell: sarah.hopewell@eastherts.gov.uk

Hertfordshire County Council website: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
Hertfordshire County Councillor for Hertford St Andrew's
Rachel Carter: rachel.carter@hertfordshire.gov.uk

Member of Parliament for Hertford and Stortford
Josh Dean: josh.dean.mp@parliament.uk
https://www.joshdean.co.uk/

Castle Plus Neighbourhood Plan

Hertingfordbury Village residents are involved in drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan for

Hertford Castle Plus area. To find out more and get involved, contact Mick Barratt:
michael.barratt@sky.com

You can find out more on the website here: https://www.castleplushertford.co.uk



Spring Litter Pick

Our Spring Litter Pick was held on Saturday 28th March and, thanks to a record-
breaking 40 volunteers, we were able to extend our patch to cover more footpaths this
year. While litter was lighter on some routes, fly-tipping remains a significant issue,
particularly along St Mary’s Lane. It is also disappointing to note a high volume of
discarded dog waste bags (why do people do this?) along with the usual collection of
cans, bottles, and takeaway packaging.

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Paul Rochford for sponsoring additional
equipment and providing the use of his car park. We are also very grateful to The
White Horse for hosting our volunteers with delicious pastries, tea, and coffee, making
a wonderful social gathering to cap off a morning of hard work.

If you would like to join us at a future litter pick, please email Sarah Sullivan
on sullivanpipers@icloud.com.

Sarah & Ray



mailto:sullivanpipers@icloud.com
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Mayor of Hertford's Charity Quiz Night
Mertford Dark Skies

Mayor of Hertford's Charity Spring Coillign
Mertford Art and Literaturs Festival
Mertford Town Easter Trall

Mertford Fco Fest and Family Fun Day
Coars at the Castle

Hertford Family Pride Day

Mertford Castle Beer E World Food Festival
Mertford Castle Teddy Bears’ Plenic
Hertford Town Summer Trall

Rock at the Castle

Mertford Play Day

Hertford Castle MHeritage Day

Hertford Castie Tours

Remembrance Sunday Parade

Hertford Town Christmas Gala
Hertford Castie Christmas Market

Hertford Town Christmas Trall

www. hertford.gov.uk/events-listings ‘

@hertfordtowncouncil Ls_.g




CUCUMBER FIELDS

LET US SUPPORT Y OUR

MENTAL HEALTH THIS MONTH

11" - 17** May is recognised as
Mental Health Week in the UK.

At Cucumber Fields, we know how important it is to prioritise
your mental wellbeing. This May, for Mental Health Awareness
Week, we offer a supportive sanctuary - a space to breathe and
reconnect.

Through Yoga, Cycle, Reformer and Mat Pilates Classes come and
release stress, have your mood lifted and restore a sense of inner
balance. You can also enjoy our Pantry café and grounds around
classes.

Why not pay us a visit this May to support your mental wellbeing?
Book your first class via our website below.

Cucumber Fields, Essendon, AL? 4JB www.cucumberfields.co.uk



plumbistry

Plumbing and Heating

From broken boilers to leaky loos!

& Bathroom installations
& Boiler installs, service and repair
&  Fully qualified and insured engineers
& Free, no obligation quotes

GAS ™
Call Mark 07595 307739 Safme
www.plumbistry.co.uk plumbistry@gmail.com

Tony Martin — Builder

= NORMAN-SCOTT —

Building : Patios

M E M O RIAL S Driveways : Fencing
(2\07547 907 973 qn. Brickwork : Pointing

07824 643871
® norman-scottmemorials.co.uk
¥ normanscottmemorials@gmail.com tonymartin_22@hotmail.co.uk

Would you like to advertise in this space?

10 issue per year
Digital & Printed in Hertingfordbury & The Greens
Prices & sizes to suit you

Contact Philip Juniper — 07767 312382 kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk




THE ARTS
SOCIETY
EAST HERTS

We bring people together through a shared curiosity for the arts. We meet on the last
Thursday of the month to hear arts related lectures in a comfortable, friendly atmosphere at
the The Spotlight in Hoddesdon. We meet for coffee at 10am, followed by the lecture at
10.30. Visitors are very welcome at the lectures for a small fee. Contact Philip Juniper at
kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk for more information on joining

Upcoming lectures
28 May — Monopoly; evolution of the best-selling game by Peter Mendham
25 June — Botticelli’s Florence by Paula Nuttall
24 September — Science of Art at The National Gallery by Aaron Hunter

For more information please go to our website
www.theartssocietyeastherts.org.uk
Registered Charity no 281752 Member Society of The Arts Society

SCOTTISH DANCING IN HERTFORD - 65 YEARS AND COUNTING!

Hello Hertingfordbury and The Greens!

Have you done the Dashing White Sergeant at a barn dance or the Eightsome Reel at a
wedding? At South East Herts Scottish Country Dance Society (SEHSCDS) we do the same sort
of dances, but with a bit more polish.

Scottish country dancing is a very social form of dance which relies on mutual co-operation.
Following the patterns of the dance and dancing in time together is fun, exciting and highly
satisfying. We are a friendly group of people and would be delighted to get to know you.

So if you’re interested in something fun, which helps you get fitter and make new friends,
then come along and try Scottish Dancing for yourself. Complete beginners always welcome.
First session free.

We meet on Tuesday evenings in term time at Sele Farm Community Centre, Hertford,
SG14 2LW. Visit https://www.rscdsherts.org/south-east-herts or email us on
sehscds@hotmail.com for more info.

Look forward to meeting you


mailto:kpjuniper@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.rscdsherts.org/south-east-herts
mailto:sehscds@hotmail.com
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FUNERALS ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN

Erat o Honis ) We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service

A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989
Here for you at your time of need

Professional Services with
Personal Care

Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors

&4 No Call Out Charge
No Fix No Fee

WUz

Funcralifians 2ace ghRgst Ees 10% Senior Citizen Discount
01992 260 800
info@westsfunerals.com For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

10 Fore Street, Herord SO 4B 07772111 222

" tcrgt\fr?!sellors Check-in time?
Whenever you need us.

24/7 support no matter where you are, or what
time you need us. At travel counsellors we're all
about you. Your needs wants and aspirations
for far-flung celebrations - coupled with
personal service beyond compare - you can
alwaysrely onme. Getintouchforafree
consultation.

]o /—/awedu,
TRAVEL COUNSELLOR

01992 880040

jo.harvey@travelcounsellors.com
travelcounsellors.com/jo.harvey

¢ Trustpilot



Church Cleaners
We really need people (men or womenl) to join our church cleaning
rota
It takes a couple of hours every few weeks. We want our beautiful
church to always look its best
If you can help please contact Virginia on 01992 583560

Churchyard Volunteers Needed
Volunteers required for grass cutting
Between 9 - 12 noon on a Saturday, we are now trying to coordinate dates to
coincide with our weddings at St Mary’s
Reward is a picnic lunch and good company......... and a laugh!

Please contact David Gorton for more information and timings if you think
you can help

CHURCH CHURCH
OPEN OPEN

Volunteers needed to open/close St. Mary’s

As part of St. Mary’s commitment to be ‘Here with you, Here for you’ we are
pleased that we have been able to keep the church open during the day.
However, to do so requires volunteers to open and close the building every
day. As a village if we want the church to be open —and | think we do - we need
some new volunteers. It is not an onerous task.

Please give serious thought to joining the rota and speak to one of the
Churchwardens. Thank you for considering this



www.hertingfordburystmary.org

The St Mary's website features all the church news including the latest digital Parish
News in full colour

This website is a vital communication tool to be able to follow updates on the church.
If you wish to contribute in any way please contact Rachel via e mail
raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk

WhatsApp Groups

If you would like to be part of the St Mary’s Church WhatsApp Group please
contact David Gorton on 07544 702241

Hertingfordbury Village WhatsApp Group is a sociable community group. For
more information please contact Mick Barratt

Brace Room
The Brace Room at St Mary’s Church is available for hire for anybody in our
community. This could be for meetings, exercise sessions or any other purpose.
Includes excellent toilet and kitchen facilities. For more information contact
David Gorton 01992 551430 or dgortonl@btinternet.com



mailto:raich.carter@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:dgorton1@btinternet.com

Zoom Services

While we welcome you to services at St Mary’s, Zoom services available
for your worship

Please contact the church office if you’d like to be added to our mailing list and receive
the service or meeting invitation details: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com or contact
Robin Bishop to be added to the St Mary’s distribution list

Wednesday (Usually Twice Monthly) Sunday
Mindfulness & Meditation 7.30pm Service of the Word 10.30am

Please note that a recording of the Reading, Sermon and Prayers from the Sunday
morning service is now available on the St Mary’s website
www.hertingfordburystmary.org

Mindfulness & Meditation

Explore the riches of Christian Meditation and how it fits with the
practice and insights of Mindfulness

Each session is free and lasts for about 45 minutes. We begin with some gentle
exercises to help still the mind and then a guided meditation, followed by some
silence. Beginners especially welcome!

Online by Zoom on Wednesdays, usually twice a month at 7.30pm — dates vary so
please see St Andrew’s website or “Dates for you Diary” earlier in this publication

For further details and Zoom codes please see our website
www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk
or contact the church office 01992 504373 standrew.hertford@btinternet.com



javascript:void(0);
http://www.hertingfordburystmary.org/
http://www.hertfordstandrews.co.uk/
mailto:standrew.hertford@btinternet.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoom_Video_Communications

RRTrees

Sarah Lamb Jewellery INSURED & QUALIFIED ARBORIST
01992 589218 07714660492 DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL WORK
o Tree Surgery
Will rethread pearl and bead o Hedge Cutting
necklaces o Stump Removal
Commissions and other jewellery o Seasoned Logs
repairs

Free quotation or enquiry?

Contact Rowan Raymond-Tarplee
www.sarahlambjewellery.co.uk w y p

07792 129669 or e mail
W rowan@rrtrees.co.uk

achfevephysio

relieve - restore -improve
lan J Johnston

BSc(Hons) MCSP MAACP
Chartered Physiotherapist HCPC Registered

PHYSIOTHERAPY

In Brookmans Park

Clinic, home or work place

Tel: 07702 871780

www.achievephysio.co.uk
info@achievephysio.co.uk

WALTER WALLINGER CHARITY

Walter Wallinger died in 1709 leaving “Four hundred pounds for the placing of poor children of this
Parish as Apprentices.”

Times have moved on and the trustees of the charity now take the view that the income from the
endowment should be used to give grants for educational purposes to people under 25 who have
for at least two years lived, or been educated, within‘the ancient parish of Hertingfordbury’ which
today roughly means Hertingfordbury village and the five Greens and outlying houses.

Something of the order of £1500 is available annually. Typically grants are one-off payments not
exceeding £450 for something that will help with the applicant’s education in a broad sense, such as
a musical instrument, specialist equipment, a field or other course. Grants are available to anyone
in school, FE or Higher Education.

An application form is obtainable from Robin Bishop, the Chairman of Walter Wallinger’s charity at
robinhbishop@gmail.com



Ambient

HEATING SOLUTIONS

PLUMBING & HEATING SPECIALISTS
01992 554941 | 07769 356310

enquiries@ambientheatingsolutions.com

www.ambientheatingsolutions.com

Natural Gas, LPG & Oil
Fully Insured

Rated excellent on Trustpilot

A /yvoncesTER

569831

ADVANCE INSTALLER

David Raymond

Locksmith — General
Maintenance

01707 651617 / 07831 383057

Local & Flexible

BVaillant mMi<ergy

Professional Carpet &
Upholstery Cleaning

. Stain & Odour Removal
. Rug Cleaning
. Leather Care
. Scotchguards
. Fully Insured
. Free Quotes

Contact Duncan
07958 729074 / 01992 586004
Email - dharris26@hotmail.co.uk
www.dharriscleaning.co.uk

Herts Computer Services
Call Iain on 07787 157 937 or email:
1ain@hertscomputerservices.com
Home or small business I'T support

PC health checks & virus removal
Broadband internet issues

Data recovery

Laptop repairs such as screen replacement
PC hardware repairs & installations
Wireless networking

Website & internet address setup
Microsoft server installations & small
business support

Microsoft & Comptia Certified
Microsoft Small Business Specialist

ROY FRITH
Specialising in
Vacuum Cleaner Repairs

Free estimates - ALL MAKES
Spares available for most makes
Phone 01992 503991 - Or call in at
13 Talbot Street, Hertford SG13 7BX

Acorn Pest Control
Over 20 years of experience in Pest Control

LOCAL MAN

MICHAEL JACKSON
07710 494186
Charges as council — quicker response!



mailto:iain@hertscomputerservices.com

The Friends of St Mary

Hertingfordbury
If you think you can help in any
way contact Helen Bishop
thefobury@outlook.com
07746 694890

John Spinks

Painter & Decorator
Over 40 yrs in the Trade
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER
TEL: 07874 654767

ELECTRICAL (NICEIC Reg)
PLUMBING
KITCHENS
BATHROOMS

Chris Tinworth

01707 251302
07973 561298
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* Your local Hertford florist *
- The Vetgers House, 43A St Andeews Street, Hertlord, Hertiordshire, SCI6 1HZ -
hello@tloweredup.co.uk | www.floweredup.co.uk | [© @floweredup. | 01992 845098
* * * 4 * 4 * 4 * w * * ¢ 4

Back & Neck problems? Other troublesome aches & pains?

BOA & GOsC Registered

Friendly, Effective & Local
Call Alastair on 07917 101851
www.hertfordosteopaths.com
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24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest

Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium

T ————
STEVENAGE - 01438 316623
HITCHIN « 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH « 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN « 01438 714686
HERTFORD « 01992 582052
WARE + 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH « 01462 684292
HODDESDON « 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK + 01438 812515

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Harwood Park

The peij/éc‘t setting to commemorate
the life of your loved one

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.crematorium.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations




