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BILLBOARDS OF THE SKY

Billboards are a common sight
alongsiode many roads.

Thelr function (s of course to grab our
attention n order to sell us things. BYy a
highway on the Canadian/Us  border
however, there is a billboard with a difference.
It consists of thousands of steel vods which
create an illusion of a ghostly billboard
which frames, not a poster advertising fast
foodl or the latest brand of deodorant, but the
sky itself. created by a group of artists
catled Lead Penell Studto, this billboard lsnt
trying to sell us anything. tnstead, it's an
tnvitation to look again at the beauty of the
sky and the landscape we so often rush
through.

it reminds wme of that famous poem by
william Henry Davies which ends with the
lines “4 poor lLite this if, full of care. we have
no time to stand and stare’,

Modern Life is so full of distraction. Often,
we are so preoccupled that we wiss the
wiracles around us. The antidote, as this
billboard veminds us, Is to Lnmumerse
ourselves, where possible, tn the wnatwal
worldl,

The best way | know to recallbrate and
reconnect is to get lost ln nature. 1t's heve 'm

replenished. 1t’s here |
gain  perspective  and
reassurance. It's here
'm reminded that | am
part  of  something
much, much bigoer.

Nature s a kind
teacher and friend. (t's here we connect with

our Source; with the Ground of our Belng;
with our soul and with whatever it is we call
God.

So, where posstble, go outside andl Let nature
teach and befriend you. Contemplate. Let the
seasons remind You that all things pass. Let
the canopy of the sky cause Your eyes and
heart to Lift. Let the forests enfold you and

the oceans still you. Alan

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

The only service on Sunday 4" May
will be at 8am

With the Parish Away Day being held at
All Nations College, there will not be a
9.15am service at St Mary's or a
10.30am service at St Andrew’s on this
day. Nor will there be a Zoom service.
However, there will be a short 8am
service at St Andrew’s.

ALAN’S SABBATICAL

From 5% May, Alan is on a three-month
sabbatical (or Extended Study Leave).

In Alan’s absence from the parish we are
thankful that both parishes (St Andrew’s
and St Mary’s) will be in the very safe
hands of Rev Bill Church, our Associate
Priest Scott Martin, together with the
rest of the Ministry Team comprising
Readers, Melanie and Geoff and Lay
Leaders of Worship, Forbes, Maria, Kath,
Adrian and Nick.

THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE JUNE MAGAZINE IS SUNDAY 25™ MAY. Please send
copy by e-mail to hertfordsta@aol.co.uk Richard Taylor (Tel. 01992 302995).




SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS

Church Services

You will find a full list of church services on
the final page of this magazine and on the
church website, with some additional
information about certain services on this
and the following page.

Junior Church

Children are welcome to attend Junior
Church which runs during the 10.30am
Parish Communion service on most
Sundays during school term time, except
during an All-Age service (see below),
when the children stay in church for the
whole service.

ALL-AGE SERVICE
SUNDAY 11™ MAY at 10.30am

A shorter, child-friendly, interactive
communion service with songs,
prayers and surprises.

St Andrew’s services
on Zoom

Zoom codes for online access and access
via a landline are available from the church
office: standrew.hertford@btinternet.com

or by calling 01992 504373.

Join us on Zoom for:

Service of the Word

every Sunday at 10.30am with praise,
prayer and teaching. There is a
communion service once a month. Please
check the services on the last page of this
magazine and the website for dates.

Cm/a / vne

The peace of all peace
be yours this night

SUNDAY 18™ MAY ONLY THIS MONTH
on Zoom at 7pm
Compline is based on the Felgild Compline
from the Northumbria Community and Night
Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book.

OUR MONTHLY PRAYER MEETING

IN PERSON & ON ZOOM
on Saturdays 3 May
& 7" June at 8.30am
Join us on Zoom or pop down to St Andrew’s
and join us in the Lady Chapel as we pray for
ourselves, our churches and our world during
these worrying times.

7.30pm on
WEDNESDAY 14™ MAY
and
WEDNESDAY 28™ MAY
CHECK WEBSITE FOR MORE INFO

Explore the riches of Christian Meditation

and how it fits with the practice and

insights of Mindfulness

Each weekly session is free and lasts for about
40 minutes. We begin with some gentle
exercises to help still the mind and then a
guided meditation, followed by some silence.

Beginners especially welcome!

K now the Storg; Share the Story; | ive the Story




SERVICES AND OTHER EVENTS

SOUI food FREE

CAFE-STYLE SERVICE Minde‘neSS

in the St Andrew’s Centre

m Mindfulness
7P h WHEN can help with
Sunday 11*" May PRI - wellbeing, stress
S st B VIONDAYS and anxiety. Come
unday 1°' June 12™ MAY __along and join

JOIN US AT 6.45 FOR REFRESHMENTS 2SI I3 the FREE 30-min
. . ; 16™ JUNE - sessions, followed
a service with worship songs, ’ :

30™ JUNE by refreshments.
creative prayer, gentle discussion ano

Everyone is

time for reflection. WHERE welcome

Sele Community

Hub ﬂ/—%g{ t,f Uty ﬁ‘y./ /

Fleming Crescent, Sele
Farm SG14 2DJ

Ascension Day Service

Thursday 29t May
8pm at St Andrew'’s

Jesus said, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.” John 20:17.

The Feast of the Ascension, or Ascension Day, is one of the highest feast days in the
Christian year when we remember Jesus’ bodily ascent into heaven. The Ascension is a
celebration of the triumph of the risen Lord. It signifies the completion of Christ’'s work
on earth and his glorious entry into heaven, and signifies also the birth of the Church.

The Ascension appears in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke and the Book of Acts.
It sets the stage for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Jesus had instructed
his disciples to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the gift his Father had promised, saying
they would be baptised by fire and the Holy Spirit, that they would receive power, and
be his witnesses throughout the world. Thus, with Jesus’ departure, the responsibility
to continue his work on earth shifted to his disciples and, by extension, to us (the
Church).

The Ascension not only recalls Jesus’ ascent into heaven but also anticipates his
promised return. Our service will commence at 8pm on Thursday 29" May.

K now the Storg; Share the Storg; | ive the Storg




CHURCH FAMILY

FROM THE REGISTERS
BAPTISM:

We welcome into the Lord’s family:
30t March  Lennox Eloise Harman: see below

FUNERALS:

We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of:

17t April Robert Anthony Eric Smith aged 92. Bob was born, raised and lived the whole of
his life in Hertford. Married to Audrey, Bob was a steam engine driver working out of Hertford
East before moving onto diesel and electric trains. Model railways were a passion of his. Bob was
above all a family man and greatly missed by his children, grandchildren and great grandchildren.

LENI'S BAPTISM

On Sunday 30t March St Andrew’s welcomed for the morning
parish service the family and friends of Charlotte and Tom
Harman for the baptism of their daughter Lennox Eloise, known
within her family as ,
| Leni. Lennox is a

L Scottish name that
reflects the north of
the border lineage
in  Tom's family. -
Leni’s Godparents are Tom’s sister Ellie and g
friend Laura. Among others who attended |
were Leni's grandparents, Chris and Melanie

Tom's brothers, Matthew, Alex and Dan and
Charlotte's brother, James.

Thank you to everyone who was able to donate to our bucket collection at church in
April. We're contributing to Tearfund's DEC Myanmar Earthquake Appeal and have
raised a total of £440. This will go towards helping to provide urgently needed aid to
people recovering from the devastating earthquake.
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\ Elowered Up

w % & Your local Hertford florist & & &

The Bensers House. 834 S{ Andve ws Street. Herffard. Hertfordshire. 5614 IHZ
hello@floweredusconk | wwwfloweredur.conk | @ @i dup. | 01992
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EVENTS

A

SATURDAY
3RD MAY
10.30AM - 12.30PM

ST ANDREW’S CHURCH

HERTFORD SG14 1HZ
Variety of stalls
Live music
Fairtrade coffee
Home baked cakes

Il

AID OF NATIONAL
EMA SOCIETY AND
DREW’S CHURCH

JOIN US FOR OUR EVER-POPULAR

MONTHLY COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 3™ May from 10.30am to 12.30pm

Our May Coffee Morning is being run by members of our
Flower Team and 50% of the proceeds will go to the
National Eczema Society, in support of our friend Harry

- Longman himself raising funds for the charity by running

the London Marathon on 27™ April. There will, as always
be a delicious selection of homemade cakes and bakes
served with freshly-brewed Fairtrade coffee and tea. You
can also browse a variety of stalls while listening to
beautiful music by our resident pianist, Theo.

GREEN FINGERS? A call out by Debbie Ledsam to

any green-fingered members of St. Andrew's who are

sowing seeds or dividing perennials. The June coffee morning will hope to include the sale
of plants as we have done in the past so any contributions would be wonderful.

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

25 Year Celebration

Ji GardenParty

18 MAY 2025
3-5PM
39 PORT HILL

Come and enjoy tea and cake as we share
stories from the past quarter century and
look to the future of Young Life in

Hertford. All are welcome!

Please RSVP to Bryan Fries at

bfries@ylinternational.org or 07846

549809

— Please support this fundraiser
‘\IHIIH;H;” for St Andrew's Primary School

Sunday 11 May
at St Andrew's Church
11.30am onwards
(Service begins at 10.30am)

Cakes baked by the
PTA and decorated
by the children
of St Andrew
Primary School

VIA Gale Sale

ST ANDREW'S CHURCH
HERTFORD 5G14 1HZ

QUIZ IN AID OF CHRISTIAN AID
Everyone is welcome

Saturday 10* May

St Andrews Centre, St Andrew’s Church

Doors open at 6.30 for a prompt 7pm start

Tickets £12.50 per person to include
ploughman's supper. Bring your own drinks
and glasses.

Tables of 6 to 8 people. Numbers limited so
first come, first served.

Tickets from Sue Mulligan 07913 666296 or
suemulligan@ntiworld.com

=,
=

T All profits to Christian Aid

Together
we can

All proceeds to
the PTA to help
the children
of St Andrew
Primary School

beat
extreme
poverty.

(805

K now the 5tor3; 5|1arc the Story; | ive the Story




Personal,
aring and

ependent.

funeral s

24 hour service

Private Cha.pels of Rest
Bespoke Funeral Plans

Own Crematorium
—
STEVENAGE * 01438 316623
HITCHIN « 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH « 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD « 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN - 01438 714686
HERTFORD - 01992 582052
WARE * 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON - 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK - 01438 812515
HARPENDEN - 01582 762570

AUSTIN'S

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.austins.co.uk

Harwood Park

The perfect setting to commemorate

the [zfe of your loved one

Crematorium and memorial
gardens created and managed by
the Austin family in the beautiful

Hertfordshire countryside.

www.crematorium.co.uk

Serving the local community for ten generations




CHILDREN'S ACTIVITIES

g,o\’d Hertford
(/)\r\e‘." . Children’s Choir
« \ Childrens .
Q) Choir ¢ is a choir led by
@Standrew's  Rachel and Sam
Chaplin for anyone aged 8-13 who loves
singing and wants to develop their
musicianship. Rehearsals are on Fridays
5.30-6.45pm at St Andrew’s Church
Hertford and there are termly
performances. See the church website
for more information.

CHILDREN AT ST ANDREW'’S
Children are never too young to come to

church. You and your children are very
welcome at St Andrew’s. We realise that
bringing children, especially babies and
toddlers, to church can be challenging to
say the least, so we have set aside part
of the church (the Children’s Corner) at
the front of church (to the right of the
altar) which is equipped with toys,
books, craft materials and a space to call
their own. Here, even if they are
occupied with a toy or book, children
absorb the atmosphere of worship.

Junior Church

During the 10.30am Parish Communion
on Sundays in term time, there are
activities for children in the St Andrew's
Centre. Every Sunday except during the
All-Age Service (usually the second
Sunday of the month), the children will
begin the service with the congregation
and then, after the first hymn, they
leave to join Junior Church.

All-Age Services
These are monthly, shorter, child-

friendly, interactive communion services
with songs and prayers which are held

There’'s more information on our website

the second Sunday of the month.
Children stay in church for the whole of
the service.

ST ANDREW'S YOUTH GROUP

I\ A

is for secondary-age Children.
Like playing daft games? Having a
laugh? Eating?
Curious about God, the Universe and
everything in-between?
Brilliant, because so are we!
We meet usually on the first and
third Sundays of the month from
4.30-6pm. (dates, times and venues
may vary - please check the calendar on
the church website or email John - see
below). If you're not already receiving
updates about TMM, please get in touch
with John so he can keep you informed

about what's happening week by week:
johnwache@yahoo.com

Fre NS>
E Toasries, cpear conversa™®
FUN AND GAMES

After-School Club for Years 7-13
Tuesdays during term time from 3.30-5pm at St. Andrew’s

Grab a toastie with your favourite fillings
and enjoy time with friends, fun games
and activities, plus meaningful
conversations about life, faith and more.

Toastie Tuesday is run by Bryan Fries:
bfries@ylinternational.org 07846 549809

once a month: usually but not always on

Know the Story; 5harc the Storg; Livc the Storg




Looking for something different?

Then try
Dance Scottish

on Tuesday nights

Sele Farm Community Centre
7pm - 8.30pm

for Fun, Fitness and Friendship

Classes £15 per half term
for more details visit
www.rscdsherts.org/south-east-herts

Come and try it - all welcome

Contact Emma or Ian
email: sehscds@hotmail.com
phone: 07842034890

plumbistry

Plumbing and Heating

From broken boilers to leaky loos!

QEQEQIQ

Call Mark 07595 307739 safe

www.plumbistry.co.uk

Bathroom installations

Boiler installs, service and repair
Fully qualified and insured engineers
Free, no obligation quotes

ROOF GUTTERING GARDEN WALLS
CARPENTRY PAVERS & PATIOS
ELECTRICAL FENCING

PLUMBING HOME ALTERATIONS

GARDENING SERVICES PAINTING & DECORATING

GAS/ELECTRIC CERTIFICATION

CONTACT DETAILS
TEL: 01992 451500 - MOBILE: 07985 104561
EMAIL: ray.harding@rocketmail.com
REFERENCES AVAILABLE - SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT
WEBSITE: www.rhpropertyservices.co.uk

ALL OF OUR WORK IS CARRIED OUT BY REGISTERED
AND QUALIFIED TEAM OF PROFESSIONALS

FULLY INSURED - CIS TAX REGISTERED

GAS

REGISTER

plumbistry@gmail.com




MUSIC EVENTS AT ST ANDREW’S

St Andrew'’s
welcomes more
of the country’s
headline folk
performers in
2025 including...

St Andrew's is delighted to welcome Leveret,
- a unique collaboration between three of
Cutting, Sweeney and Harbron - ; England’s finest folk musicians. “You won't
Z’L’::,%:fihli’;s_,mpm"s'c"ms' O3 find English folk music played better than

this” (BBC Radio 2). Andy Cutting (button
accordion), Sam Sweeney (fiddle) and Rob
" Harbron (concertina) are each regarded as
. exceptional performers and masters of their
y instruments. Together, their performances

combine consummate musicianship,

soensedberovaildbls compelling delivery  and captivating
THURSDAY 8 MAY 2025 spontaneity. Their playing is relaxed and
7.30pm at St Andrew's Church, natural, drawing audiences in and inviting
Hertford SG14 1HZ them to share in music-making that is truly

Tickets from spontaneous.
www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-andrews-church

Gryphon: Sunday 15 Juneat 7.30pm

Gryphon could be described as "Henry VIII meets 1970's
Prog Rock"! But the band is also lauded for its inclusion
of English folk music, jazz and much else. They claim to
be the only band to have been played on Radios 1, 2, 3
and 4 in the same month!

LATER IN THE YEAR
Phil Beer: Thursday 18 September
Formerly with Show of Hands, forever popular.

Chris White & Julie Matthews: Thursday 9t October
"They light up the room with their amazing energy” (James Taylor).

While, this Christmas, we will be presenting Richard Durrant's unique Songs of the
Solstice (18t December). Tickets are on sale for the September and October gigs,
while the Christmas gig will be available before too long!

Go to www.ticketsource.co.uk/st-andrews-church

Know the Story; SEarc the 5tor3; Livc the Story




MAPPING CHURCH SERVICES LOCALLY

Shirley Taylor reports on the most recent Hertford and Ware Deanery Synod meeting

Your three Deanery Synod reps - Jenny
Aitken, Renee Booker and Shirley Taylor
went over to Christ Church, Ware for the
latest meeting to enjoy the plush
surroundings, tea, cakes and underfloor
heating in the church, and also to take
part in the business on the agenda.

The main business of the meeting was
for the Deanery to find out what services
each church holds throughout the year,
be it regular Sunday morning and
midweek services, online transmission of
those services or specially run online
services, worship in the churchyard or
outside elsewhere, one-off services
during the year such as our
Bereavement Service, and Fresh
Expressions like our Beer and Carols.

We were each given an outline of our
Parishes and filled in the details and then
put our parishes together to make a
jigsaw of the whole Deanery which was
photographed. We also sat with other
Parishes to chat and see what they were
doing which we could replicate in our
own setting.

Renee learnt of a church holding a short
formal prayer service which was
accessed by landlines or mobiles for
people who did not or could not use
computer technology.

We also received a report from the
recent Diocesan Synod which explained
the General Synod’s position on
safeguarding that had been misreported
in the Press. The INEQE Safeguarding
Group has been appointed by the
Archbishops” Council to  conduct
independent external audits of the

What is the Deanery Synod?

The Deanery Synod is the church
governance equivalent of a district council.
It comprises elected lay members from the
parishes and serving clergy.

Hertford and Ware Deanery is a collection of
parishes which stretches from Hunsdon and
Widford in the east to Essendon in the west,
from Ponsbourne in the South to Aston and
High Cross in the North.

Church of England dioceses and
cathedrals, focusing on safeguarding
arrangements. Their findings “highlight
a positive trajectory, reflecting improved
safeguarding practices led by Diocesan
Safeguarding Teams. These teams
comprise individuals with significant
experience of working in statutory
agencies and other relevant
organisations, ensuring a robust and
informed approach to safeguarding
within church settings. and found them
to be good”. The Church of England is
moving towards independent external
scrutiny of safeguarding.

Other News - The Bishop of St Albans -
Alan Smith retires on 31t May and his
successor when recruited, is unlikely to
be in post before September 2026. In
the meantime Bishop Richard of Bedford
will be in charge with Bishop Jane of
Hertford assisting him.

The Rev Jenny Gray (St Mary the Virgin
Aston, St Andrew’s Bramfield, St Mary
the Virgin Stapleford, St Michael and All
Angels Waterford, St Andrew and St
Mary Watton at Stone) is retiring on 2™
June.

The Rev Jake Pass — Curate of St Mary’s,
Ware to be Team Vicar of Christ Church,
Waltham Cross.
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CELEBRATING WITH FLOWERS

ROSEMARY WILLIS ON THE WHYS, WHEREFORES AND HOWS OF FLORAL DECORATION IN CHURCH

Traditionally during Advent ! 0 4
-

and Lent we tend not to
have flowers in church.
These are solemn periods
of reflection and penance,
not celebration times, and
perhaps flowers would be a
distraction. When we do
have flowers for
celebration, we like to
make a good show. At the
same time we are trying to
be more sustainable and |
eco-friendly.

On Easter Sunday the
church was bedecked
with wonderful displays
of flowers and the |
Lenten bare cross (made
from the church
Christmas tree) was
covered with flowers by
members of the
congregation on Easter
morning.

When decorating the
church we use flowers
from locally  grown
sources and some which are fairly
traded. Flowers are also donated from
parishioners’ gardens to be used at big
celebration times and sometimes for
funerals. Occasionally we use artificial
flowers to augment the displays. These
have not been bought especially for
church but have come from our own
resources found over the years. Our
churchyard, so beautifully kept, supplies
foliage throughout the year. We try to
use methods of displaying flowers other

p "
18l B

{ than using oasis and reuse
‘7 items when we can. All
= ’f' these different approaches
i@ help us to be more cost-

- effective, reduce our
carbon footprint and
improve our eco-friendly
| status. We recycle all the
¢ waste if we can't reuse it.
| At present we are
reviewing the churchyard

concerning composting some
garden waste. We hope you enjoyed the
celebration flowers for Easter most of
which were locally sourced and when
they are over they will likely be planted
in the churchyard. If you are interested
in joining the Flower team or would like
to donate flowers or foliage from your
garden, then please get in touch.

Rosemary on behalf of the Flower Team
and Eco Church. 07713 139650
rosemarywillis7Z7@hotmail.com
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Friends and Fami

Friends and family are very important to us.
Have you ever thought what your life would be like without them?
"Very peaceful!” you might say, but it would also be very lonely.

You re a terrific
batsman,
Alex ¥

.. who makes you feel good.

... who comforts ... who says nicethings about you

when you're not around. ...whoforgives.

Draw pictures or write the names of your friends in the shapes.
Put yourself in the middle.
Can you say why you like each friend?

HgEy
B0
HpEpE

WITH THANKS TO VAL HURFORD FOR THESE PAGES
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My Family Tree

Do you know all the names of your family? Ask someone to help you fill in your family tree.
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Jesus had twelve special friends.
Can you write their names in here?

Unjumble the name

of each Apostie:

1. PREET 1 7
2. MAJES

3. HONJ 2 8
4. WREAND

5. HIPPIL 3 9
6. WEBROTHAMLO

7. AWTHMET

8. MOTASH 4 10
9. SMEAJ

10. DUTHSEAD 5 11
11. NOIMS

12, SUDJA 6 12

You can check your
answers by reading
Mark 3:13-19
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ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?

We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service
A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989

[] sSpecialistin UPVC & Wooden Doors
&1d No Call Out Charge
No Fix No Fee

) All Work Fully Guaranteed

Vs

10% Senior Citizen Discount

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

07772111 222

www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk
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INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Here for you at your time of need
Professional Services with
Personal Care

Bespoke 24 Hour Private Chapel
Funeral Plans Service of Rest
01992 260 800

info@westsfunerals.com
www.westsfunerals.com
N0 Fore Street, Hertford SG14 1AB
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01992 582134
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EXPERT KNOX

WLE DG o COMPETITIVE PRICES o PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

ALBANY RADIO 63-65 FORE STREET HERTFORD

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1932

J
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Wedding, Family and Newborn
Photographer

Based in Hertford

www.bethanywarsopphotography.com
bethanvwarsop@outlook.com
07847449991

@bethanywarsopphotography

“ @bethanywarsopphotography

JANE MAPLES

FLORIST EST 2006

29 Fore Street, Hertford SG14 1DJ
sales@janemaplesflowers.co.uk

01992 554975




SAVING OUR HISTORIC CHURCHES

HOW YOU CAN DO YOUR BIT: PETER ASKS US TO UP OUR GAME

Peter Ruffles reports another successful
year for the Sponsored Bike ‘n Hike in
2024.

This is the annual fund raiser for Beds
and Herts Historic Churches Trust.
Churches of all denominations open each
September to welcome good people who
travel by any means they choose
between Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire
churches, and beyond. At St Andrew's
Carol Muhr's team welcomed, fed, and
watered, 50 such visitors and some of us
took ourselves on bike or foot to clock in
at other churches. We raised £577, and
of that sum half went into the Trust's
coffers enabling trustees to award
building repair grants to churches often
=T 0 in desperate
need. Half is
returned to
us, here at St
Andrew's to
¢ help us with
the on-going
fabric repair.

The most
startling statistic isn't our own
contribution, though, and I hope we can
manage better on 13% September 2025
(save the date, young and all!) ... the
startling news is that on that single day
in September 2024, the event raised
£103,647! It means that significant help
can be provided (often to small
congregations with national heritage
listed buildings to maintain without
national government help). In recent
times we've been assisted by the fund
ourselves, as has St Mary's Ware; Christ
Church, Ware; Ware's Leaside Church,

BIKE ‘N HIKE 2025 IS ON
13™ SEPTEMBER
SAVE THE DATE!

as well as many other local churches in
smaller populations.

We really should 'up' our support for
others in 2025 and as individuals enjoy
a happy day or half day of church
checking either very locally or perhaps
further afield.

Please resolve now, and save the date!

Editor’s note: it is easy to forget that
Peter is not a young man. I found when
I reached one of the Broxbourne
churches early on the day of Bike ‘n Hike
last September that Peter had already
signed in having cycled from Hertford (I
had gone by train intending to walk back
to Hertford), and his name appeared on
the registration sheets at all churches I
visited, until I met Peter cycling down
New Road, Ware in his blazer looking as
fresh as a daisy. Remarkable!
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MOBILITY

www.classicmobility.org.uk

MOBILTY MOBILTY REPAIR &
SALES HIRE MAINTENANCE

Classic Mobility is a family run business with over 20 years
experience in sales and care of your mobility equipment

@ Short and long term hire 15 Church Street
@ Quality equipment and service Hertford,

Herts, SG14 1E)
@ Delivery usually within 24 hours shop@classicmobility.org.uk

Home visits available

@ Delivered and installed by our own trained technicians

Wheelchairs - Maobility Scooters - Power Chairs - Walking Aids - Bathing
Seating - Walking Frames - Stair Lifts - Care Beds - Daily Living Aids



MY DREAM - A YEAR OF SILENCE

In industry, in the public services, in
commerce, in churches, in synods, the
cry is always the same: ‘More
communication is needed’. When I hear
this my heart sinks - because in
common with industry, the public
services, commerce, churches and
synods I drown under “communication”.
Letters, emails, messages, phone calls
come at us from all directions and do so
with relentless and mind-numbing
frequency. I suspect that most of us
don’t need more communication at all,
we need less. And that is especially true
of our own church: have there ever been
so many messages marked “urgent” in
our entire history?

If I could dream a year for our Church it
would be a communications-free year. I
don’t mean ‘no sermons’, I don't mean
‘no teaching’, though if less equalled
better I'd plump for that. I mean a year
of silence, a year when the whole Church
could wait in stillness upon God: a
‘close-down-the-system’ year in which
we spent time in quiethness and
adoration of God’s most holy and most
beautiful presence.

Perhaps I may put it another way: Jesus
spent thirty years saying, as far as we
know, nothing. The Church has spent
the last two thousand years saying
things endlessly. A year of self-imposed
silence and stillness would be balm to
our minds, bodies and souls.

It's probably an impossible dream but if
there were an organisation for those
who feel compelled to speak called
‘Talkers Anonymous’ many of us might
want to seek their help. In the deluge of
noise, the silence of God’s love is kept at
bay.

My future year would not only be marked
by silence, however. It would also be
marked by a desire, within the Church,
to pay proper gratitude and respect to
those who work at whatever is called the
‘centre’ be that in Church House,
Westminster, the Diocesan Office, the
Deanery Synod or the Vicarage. We are
brilliantly served as a Church by some
very self-effacing and dedicated
Christians who wuse their gifts of
administration for the good of all. They
deserve a year in which appreciation is
expressed. And what about beyond the
confines of the Church?

Like everyone I long for peace and
justice and have the utmost admiration
for those within government and
charities who work tirelessly for those
causes.

My dream then is for a Church which
discovers the profound stillness of
waiting on God, and for a Church which
looks outward to the nation, to Europe
and to the world; a Church characterised
by Christ’s ability to listen and be still
and yet having the utmost confidence in
God'’s over-arching, redeeming
resurrection purpose; a Church in which
God is at the centre and the world is our
home; a church filled to overflowing with
the startling hope that, surrounded by
the saints, we shall only find and be
given our ultimate purpose in the glory
of Christ’s eternity.

An adapted version of an article for the
Church Times by The Rt Revd
Christopher Herbert, then Bishop of St
Albans in 2002.
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Interested in the value of your Art & Antiques?

Sworders are pleased to offer a free, no obligation auction valuation
of your Art, Antiques & Collectables.

Bring your items along to our valuation day at Sworders Hertford, every Thursday from 9:30am-4:30pm

Home visits also available.

Valuations for Sale | Inheritance Tax | Insurance

42 St. Andrew Street | Hertford | SG14 1JA
EST. 1782

&i-E] hertford@sworder.co.uk Sword rS
;{7 % 01902 583 508 (

El'¥®s  sworder.co.uk FINE ART AUCTIONEERS




HERTFORD WELLBEING CHURCH

Hertford Wellbeing Church is a ministry based in Hertford run by
young adults, for young adults. They are a group of people from
various backgrounds who come together to help build God’s kingdom,
while having fun with one another, by holding activities throughout the

week.

It is not a church in a traditional sense holding Sunday services. Rather,
its focus is on reaching out to young adults and creating Christ-

committed disciples.

It engages with young adults through a variety of activities.

Football: The football group has
remained strong with consistently high
attendance. We continue to maintain a
solid number of 8-12 players regularly
attending training sessions. While there
have been some changes in individual
participation, we have successfully
retained the same overall number of
players. Overall, the team remains in
good shape, both in numbers and
enthusiasm.

Bible Study: We've completed both
Hebrews and James, despite them being
very difficult books of the Bible. Many of
the attendees found it good to discuss a
lot of difficult topics that emphasise
heavily on Old Testament knowledge.
We regularly get between 10-15 people
joining us, all in various parts of their
walks.

Social Media: Rebekah reports:
"Around 70% of our viewers on TikTok
for our bible study videos were women.
This has now changed, and we are now
getting about 50-60% views from men
on our bible study videos, including the
previous ones that originally were more
female-dominated in views. Although we
have 15 followers at the moment, our
views are from around 30% of returning
viewers, meaning people are coming
back to the page to check for new posts,

and our views are increasing, with one
of our latest ones reaching over 2000.
This is usual for social media nowadays,
where people don't often subscribe but
visit the page to check back on posts.
Depending on the day of posting, views
can range between 40-1500 so it
depends on the algorithm and day. I
have now begun scheduling posts for
YouTube as well. We have 8 long-formed
videos scheduled at the moment and 26
shorts.”

Gaming: Whether young people enjoy
shooters, Fifa, or chess, the Gaming
Night has something for everyone!
Every Friday from 6pm to 11pm,
Hertford Town Church at Hartham Lane
hosts their Gaming Night. If you're 18
or older and this sounds like something
for you, please stop by and say hello as
they would love to meet you!

If you're not into games at all, but would
rather relax with a cup of tea and talk
about anything and everything, there is
space for that too, with comfy sofas for
you to unwind after a long week.

For more information search Hertford
Wellbeing Church.
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SON OF MAN

Andrew Rixon delves into the meaning of expressions found in the Bible

A recent gospel reading prompted me
to write this. It may well have been the
beginning of St. Mark's Gospel, chapter
2. Jesus refers to himself as Son of
Man, and this expression appears
throughout the gospels. When I was
young this puzzled me, and I remember
in discussion groups wondering about
Son of Man and Son of God. In recent
years I have been able to look into it

properly.

In the Middle East in Jesus's time
Aramaic was the language spoken
between the Mediterranean and the
Tigris, and was understood in a far
wider area because it was the official
language of the Persian Empire, which
preceded the coming of the Greeks
under Alexander the Great. Hebrew was
declining and probably only spoken as a
living language in Judaea. It finally died
about three hundred vyears Ilater,
although it was widely used as a
literary language, and continued to be
used so until it was revived as a spoken
language early last century. There is a
story of two rabbis around 300 AD
discussing the precise meaning of a
word in one of the post-Biblical
writings. They decided to \visit a
particular rabbi whose household was
one of the last still to speak it as a
living language. While they were
waiting in his house for him to come,
they heard the maids chatting in the
kitchen. One of them used the word
they had been discussing, and how she
used it immediately clarified its precise
meaning to them.

The first language of Jesus and his
disciples was Aramaic, and indeed his
name Jeshua is the Aramaic form of the
Hebrew Joshua. Aramaic shines through

the Gospels and the Acts, indeed Greek
grammars state that New Testament
Greek is full of Semiticisms. It was the
normal everyday Greek of that time,
but even if the gospels were not first
composed in Aramaic, that was the first
language of their writers in Greek and it
shines through. Obviously everything
that Jesus said was in Aramaic. Two
examples are recorded: talyétha qumi,
meaning get up, little girl, and
ethpathah, or eppathah, meaning be
opened. Incidentally, Abba, which Jesus
uses when addressing God, is not
"Daddy", as is sometimes claimed, but
"O Father"; you only have to go back a
couple of hundred years here to find
children speaking very respectfully to
their fathers, often calling him sir. I
should add that in his book Jesus of
Nazareth Pope Benedict writes that St.
John was not an ignorant fisherman but
an educated young man whose father
Zebedee was a successful businessman
with a fishing business with employees
(Mark 1 v.20), and that Zebedee was
also a temple priest in Jerusalem, like
other priests doing two one-week stints
a year.

Over the last couple of hundred years
scholars have been looking into
colloquial Aramaic of the time of Jesus,
gradually emerging from  various
sources and not found in the exalted
style of religious works. Son of Man is a
direct translation of a common Aramaic
expression bar nash; it is just a generic
expression a man might use to refer to
himself in a fairly deprecating way, and
can sometimes just be translated as
"one". Oddly, there is a parallel
expression in English, probably rather
old-fashioned today. For example,
someone might say to me "I don't think
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SON OF MAN

Andrew Rixon delves into the meaning of expressions found in the Bible

I shall be very good at that job" and I
might reply "This man thinks you will
do it very well." When I say "this man"
I really mean "I". I should add that I
have not just thought this up myself,
but rather read it from authoritative
scholars, and I found it in a book called
An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels
and Acts by Matthew Black, not suitable
for anyone who cannot read the Hebrew
alphabet.

At a similar time to the reading I have
been talking about, we had a reading
from Exodus chapter 3 about Moses
and the burning bush. Moses asks God
for his name and God replies "I am that
I am". I have examined that for years,
and have come to the conclusion that
the best translation is "I am that am",

meaning "I am the One that truly
exists". The verb to be in Hebrew is
stronger than in any European
language and often means to exist. This
expression is today often translated as
"I am who I am", but that is very
unsatisfactory because anyone could
say that, indeed Moses could have
replied "and I am who I am". The word
"who" must be avoided because it is a
pronoun but the Hebrew equivalent is a
particle. I used Hebrew grammar to
work out my translation, and if anyone
wants to know how I could explain it to
them.

chapter?

YOUR STORIES IN JEWE
“Qur lives are full of stories: events,

memories and emotlons
that define us”

+2"We pride ourselves on being an integral part of the community
in Hertford and welcome in people to our lovely shop.

We also strive to build a

and create long-term relationships who trust us
with telling their stories through jewellery”

community of customers
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BENEATH OUR FEET

RICHARD TAYLOR SEEKS CLUES THAT BRING HISTORY TO LIFE

What links the Boston Massacre,
Hillsborough Castle, Christ’'s Hospital
and St Andrew’s Church?

Let me start with Hillsborough Castle.
Located 20 miles south-west of Belfast it
is now the official residence of the
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
and members of the Royal Family stay at
Hillsborough when visiting Northern
Ireland.

Hillsborough is a late-18th century Irish
“Big House” rather than a castle. It was
built by Wills Hill in the 1770s. An
ancestor of his had been awarded large
tracts of land in the early part of the
1600s for services to the King and gave
his name to the village: Hill's Borough.
Wills Hill was born in 1718 and was made
the 1t Earl of Hillsborough, an Irish
peerage, which meant that he could sit
in the House of Commons on being
elected as an MP. He was appointed
Secretary of State for the Colonies in
1768 at a critical period leading towards
the American War of Independence.

The Townshend Acts were a series of
Acts of Parliament passed during 1766
and 1767 introducing taxes and
regulations to enable administration of
the British colonies in America. They are
named after Charles Townshend, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer who
proposed the programme. The Acts
placed an indirect tax on glass, lead,
paints, paper, and tea, all of which had
to be imported from Britain. There was
widespread protest in America,
American port cities refused to import
British goods, and the Massachusetts
legislature approved what was known as
the Massachusetts Circular Letter in
which Samual Adams argued that the
Acts were unconstitutional because the

colony of Massachusetts was not
represented in Parliament.

The Earl of Hillsborough ordered the
Massachusetts legislature to revoke the
letter and authorised the Governor of
Massachusetts to dissolve the assembly,
which occurred when the assembly
voted against revocation. This led to an
outbreak of mob violence from colonists
who no longer had any legal way to deal
with their grievances. In response to the
deteriorating situation, Lord
Hillsborough sent four regiments of
British soldiers to Boston. Arriving in
October 1768, the soldiers only
increased the tensions leading two years
later to what became known as the
Boston Massacres when British soldiers
fired on and killed civilians. Parliament
proposed measures to appease the
angered colonists, repealing most of the
taxes imposed under the Townshend
Acts in 1770. Hillsborough opposed all
concessions to the colonists and the
import duty on tea was retained in order
to demonstrate to the colonists that
Parliament held the sovereign authority
to tax its colonies. This was badly
managed and Horace Walpole called
Hillsborough “a pompous composition of
ignorance and want of judgement.”
Hillsborough resigned his office in 1772
and continued to oppose American
independence.

The Earl of Hillsborough employed a
Steward by the name of B. Burton Esq.
His  duties  will have included
complete management issues for the
estate itself: hiring and firing of workers,
settling tenant disputes, overseeing the
harvest and livestock, collecting rents,
keeping the financial records, etc. This
position was by far the highest ranking
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BENEATH OUR FEET

RICHARD TAYLOR SEEKS CLUES THAT BRING HISTORY TO LIFE

and most important for the running of
estates during this period. The steward
was a professional employee, educated,
respected, well paid, trusted, and ranked
immediately below the Master he
served.

It can reasonably be assumed that at
some later stage of his life Mr Burton
came to live in or around the town of
Hertford for reasons I will come to
shortly. In his Will, Mr Burton left a
substantial bequest to Christ’s Hospital
of £10,000 3% Bank Stock for the relief
of the blind “after the manner and form
of the Will of the late Mr Hetherington”.

Christ’s Hospital school was founded in
1552 by Edward VI who gave land and
buildings in Newgate Street and certain
funds for orphan children of poor
Londoners. In 1682 a site in Hertford
was purchased for a boarding school
initially for younger boys but joined by
girls in 1778 (later to become girls only
when the boys moved to Horsham).

Christ’'s Hospital was financed entirely
through gifts from benefactors, including
City and Livery Companies. One such
gift was made by Mr Hetherington whose
gift, enhanced by the generous donation
of Mr Burton (£10,000, if that was the
value of the stock, would be worth about
£1,850,000 today) is now known as the
Hetherington Fund for the Blind. Mr
Burton will have been familiar with the
school as a Hertford resident and, to
have known of Mr Hetherington’s legacy,
must have had some knowledge either
of the affairs of the late Mr Hetherington
or of the finances of the school.

Mr Burton was buried at St Andrew’s
upon his death on 14t September 1793

aged 88, the same year co-incidentally
as the Earl of Hillsborough died.

So there we have it: the Earl of
Hillsborough’s questionable decision-
making which played a part in the events
leading to the Boston Massacre and the
subsequent American War of
Independence, his considerable estate
at Hillsborough, his employment of Mr
Burton as his steward from which the
latter made a good living, Mr Burton’s
later life and death in Hertford and
knowledge of the good work of Christ’s
Hospital and the bequest of Mr
Hetherington and his burial at St
Andrew'’s.

>

v Plerc—- lieth th: Bod\ of
B: BURTON E’SORIqte;A‘
Stew ard to 1 1e RY Hnnl’l‘
v Eatl.of HILLSBOPOU(;II
'xvho cdied %e]n 11‘ L7 <))
oy T \0( d 8S Years.

( ) 2N Be ([11( nh cd to the ( OV EeTQors:

: ()L Chrifi Hofpitall 100606 :
3 BX &t Bank Stock:
fol Lho releifof \bhn\l P&afons.
: a(‘tel the ‘m% LHI‘H xr 1n(£lo1inoi theWill
orﬂu()]al( M? HI lllLRI\(J’TON

If you were to walk down the side aisle
leading to the chapel of today’s church
(the old church having been demolished
and the current building erected in
1869-70) you will come across a large
black tomb stone which bears the words,
“Here lieth the Body of B. BURTON
ESQR. late Steward to the Rt. Honbl. Ye
Earl of Hillsborough who died Sept. 14t
1793 Aged 88 Years. Bequeathed to the
Governors of Christ’s Hospital £10,000 3
Pr. Ct. Bank Stock for the relief of Blind
Persons after the manner and form of
the Will of the late Mr. HETHERINGTON.”
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Rossi's Attic
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4 MILLBRIDGE, HERTFORD SG14 1PY

Rossi’s Attic is a family run vintage emporium with a selection of
dealers selling everything from antique jewellery and vintage
homeware to metaphysical goods.

Open Tuesday to Saturday 10am to 5pm and Sunday 10am to 4pm.
WWW.rossisattic.co.uk



HERTFORD WARE & DISTRICT FOODBANK

USEFUL INFO

Bank the Food App

A free app which will let you know the
items most needed at the Foodbank
when you are at the supermarket. An
easy way to know that you are donating
the items truly needed by your
foodbank on any given week.

Simply follow the food bank; the app
can then send you a helpful ‘ping” with
the food banks’ needs when you are
shopping.

Download the App today.

BNy
Bank:.Food

Give today

A quick and easy way to donate if you
aren’t heading to a supermarket:
www.givetoday.co.uk/hertfordfoodbank

‘ ‘ You can support us with
the items we need! ﬂ
3 food A k
ﬂ Visit our donation shop:
| www givetodsy.coulc/hertfordfoodbank

KEEP UP TO DATE

For regular updates in addition to this
newsletter please follow us on one of
our social media outlets:

n HertfordFoodBank

.
] Hertforddistrictfoodbank1

IN OTHER NEWS

Football vs Hunger Campaign

Trussell have just launched the new Football v Hunger Campaign

Are you part of a football club and wanting to show your support? One in
seven people in the UK are experiencing hunger and hardship, but it doesn’t
have to be this way. With the support of the football community, we
believe that together we can make hunger history.

For more details go to: https://www.trussell.org.uk/support-
us/football/charter

§ MAY WISHLIST

JARS OF CURRY SAUCES
TINNED RICE PUDDING & CUSTARD
TINNED MEAT
UHT MILK, LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE
TOILETRIES - TOILET ROLL,

SHOWER GEL, SOAP

hertfordwaredistrict.foodbank.org.uk

Do you know anyone in need of help?

If you know of anyone facing crisis or if you are struggling - please do
contact us or encourage them to get in touch either with us or one of the
agencies we work with.

A few helpful numbers are listed below:

Citizen’s Advice for East Herts: Message Line (anytime) 01920 459 944
Victim Support Free 24/7 helpline: 0808 1689111

Herts Domestic Abuse Helpline (9am - 9 pm) 08 088 088 088

Social Services, Adult/Children (HCC) 0300 123 4042

AGE UK (Information and advice) 0300 3453446

Housing or Benefits (EHDC) 01279 655261

Herts Young Homeless 0333 320 2384

Samaritans (free from any phone) 116 123

We want to see a future where food banks aren’t needed

and we know that together, we can make that happen.

Hertford, Ware & District Foodbank

United Reform Church
Cowbridge
Hertford SG14 1PG

Registered Charity (Hertford & District) No.1157028
Registered in England & Wales

07851 708470
info@hertfordwaredistrict.foodbank.org.uk
hertfordwaredistrict.foodbank.org.uk

To unsubscribe from this newsletter, send a message to the email
address above with the word “unsubscribe”™ in the subject line or
text the number above with “unsubscribe™ and your name
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Services at St Andrew'’s y
May 2025 /&

To attend a Zoom service please email the Parish Office at:- standrew.hertford@btinternet.com

Date  Time Service Celebrant Preacher
Thursday 1 8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am Holy Communion Calton Court Rev Bill Church
SUNDAY 4  8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Rev Bill Church
Easter 3 Parish Away Day - NO other services today
Monday 5  8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Wednesday 7 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional) Rev Scott Martin
Thursday 8  8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
SUNDAY 11 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Rev Bill Church
Easter 4 10.30 am All Age Service Melanie Seward
10.30 am Eucharist on Zoom Rev Bill Church
7.00 pm Soul Food in the St Andrew's Centre Geoff Oates
Monday 12 8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Wednesday 14 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional) Rev Bill Church
Thursday 15  8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.30 am Holy Communion Calton Court Rev Bill Church
SUNDAY 18 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Rev Bill Church
Easter 5 10.30 am Parish Communion Rev Scott Martin
10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom Kath Oates (Recorded)
7.00 pm Compline on Zoom Melanie Seward
Monday 19  8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Wednesday 21 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional) Rev Scott Martin Adrian Walter
Thursday 22  8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
SUNDAY 25 8.00 am Holy Communion (BCP) Rev Scott Martin
Easter 6 10.30 am Parish Communion Rev Bill Church Forbes Mutch
10.30 am Morning Service on Zoom Nick Hoyle Forbes Mutch
6.30 pm Evening Prayer St Marys Hertingfordbury Rev Bill Church
(No Compline today)
Monday 26  8.00 am Morning Prayer (Common Worship)
Wednesday 28 10.30 am Holy Communion (Traditional) Rev Bill Church
Thursday 29 8.00 am Morning Prayer (BCP)
Ascenion Day 10.30 am Holy Communion Calton Court Rev Bill Church

8.00 pm Holy Communion Rev Bill Church Geoff Oates



